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TECHIES 
By: Bonnie Stohel 

                                 

immense amount of excitement 

when she saw that everyone in 

her class was given a Chrome 

Book (a tablet, not much bigger 

than an iPad and complete with 

its own keyboard). Aurora is in 

4th grade at Naches Intermedi-

ate School where they have        

embraced the idea of            

incorporating technology within 

the school system, and Aurora 

has never been so excited to 

learn in her life. Many parents 

don’t share Aurora’s             

enthusiasm of this higher level 

of technology coming into the 

school system at such a young 

age and they worry that it will 

make their children lazy or   

entitled. However, studies are 

finding that more and more    

children in this day at and age 

need technology to learn.     

Aurora is just such a child. 

 

 

 

Aurora has never 

been more excited 

about learning in 

her life. 
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A 
urora Schott, age 

11, has never 

been more excit-

ed about learning 

in her life. Aurora’s family  

recently moved from Twin 

Falls, Idaho, to Naches,  

Washington, and with that 

move came inevitable changes 

in Aurora’s school district. 

Aurora has been a social   

butterfly for all of her life, so 

she wasn’t worried about 

making new friends, but she 

was a little worried about new 

teachers and a new school – 

going to school and learning 

have never been classified as 

some of her favorite things in 

life.  “I was nervous,” Aurora 

describes. “I went on a tour of 

the school, but I was kind of 

scared and a little excited.” 

But on her first day in her 

new school all of her worries 

were replaced with an        
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THE BRAIN                                       

Aurora has been a technology child her entire life. 

“She’s always been good at technology,” her father, 

Lance Schott, explains. “She’s always loved it. Her 

brain is just wired like that.” When she was a little girl 

Aurora quickly embraced the idea of computers, iPads, 

and movies – and she’s never looked back. Technology 

has always come easily to her. It’s never taken her 

longer than a few minutes to figure out a small      

computer glitch and she can quickly move from game 

to game, or video to video. Her brain is adapted for 

technology.                                                             

And she’s not the only one! More and more  parents 

are finding that their children are picking up on tech-

nology faster than they were ever able to as children 

and that their kids are effortlessly incorporating it into 

their daily lives. Not only do kids today pick up on 

technology faster, but they feel more involved with the 

world if their world includes technology. This may 

seem backwards to some parents, but it’s the way their 

brains have adapted.    

According to Sheena Shuy, who received her degree in 

Psychology and is the author of the famous blog “Well 

Developed Mind,” new neural pathways are being    

developed all the time. When asked about how this 

younger generations brains are different she said, 

“Neural pathways and default patterns are able to be 

created because new cells in the brain are able to 

formed and link up together to create a path.” New 

brain cells are continuously forming, and the more 

that technology becomes a part of this world, the more 

our brains are changing to integrate it into our lives – 

and this happens much easier for small children than 

it does for adults.  

THE CHANGE       

Aurora was never one to enjoy homework, but having 

her Chrome Book makes it more fun for her. “We have 

these Chrome Books and we have to write about key 

concepts and reading and everything like that on them. 

I have a lot of fun doing reading and  science on 

those.” Aurora’s mom, Dieuwke Schott, has an iPad 

and Aurora feels like more of an adult when she gets to 

use one for school, just like her parents do for work. 

She’s become more willing to learn, more  engaged in 

discussions – and all because of the small change of a 

tablet in the classroom.  

Seeing mathematical problems, books, paintings, etc… 

through the lens of technology makes the information 

so much more accessible to Aurora. She feels more 

 

“Aurora has always been good 

at technology. Her brain is just 

wired like that.” 

-Lance Schott,  

Aurora’s father 

Photo from http://ermafrias.blogspot.com/ 
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connected, more interested, and thus, she does better in 

school. She’s happier to learn and she’s learning more. Of 

course, not all children are made this way – not even all 

children within the same family.                                

THE OTHER 

Isabelle is six years old and her imagination is her favorite 

playmate. For Isabelle, creating worlds and people of her 

own is an everyday occurrence. Dieuwke notes that the 

difference between her two daughters does not merely 

seem “to be one of personality, but one of brain function.” 

Isabelle’s brain tends to be more involved in the world  

outside of technology than Aurora’s is. She is more easily 

able to process information that is given to her in any   

format. She sees black words on white paper and her 

mind immediately begins to create images. She reads    

stories about princes slaying dragons and rescu-

ing fair maidens and she instantly begins to     

picture the faces and lives of these people. Words 

inspire pictures.  

Because she is so easily able to do this, learning 

comes more naturally and easily to Isabelle than it 

does to Aurora. Isabelle is only in the first grade, but 

school is fascinating to her. She loves learning and it 

doesn’t seem to matter how she learns. In fact,    

Isabelle is in a completely different learning environ-

ment than Aurora is. “I’m homeschooled right now,” 

Isabelle says, “and I like being homeschooled by [my] 

mom. I think school is good. Right now I’m learning 

about the continents and earth and I think it’s inter-

esting. We have maps and I look at those and I learn 

about new places.” 

The fact that Isabelle can learn without technology 

and without a traditional school does not mean that 

she cannot learn with it. She can. Give her infor-

mation on paper, on a computer screen, in video  

 

The difference between the 

girls isn’t just one of         

personality—it’s one of 

brain adaptation as well. 
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format – it does not matter, she can learn it. Technology 

does not detract from her education at all. Sometimes it 

even enhances it. Of course she could learn a concept if 

given to her on paper, but what child wouldn’t prefer to 

have the chance to watch an animated film explaining the 

exact same thing? 

THE UPSHOT  

So what does it matter?  It doesn’t 

matter if Isabelle has technology or 

not, she’ll still learn. But what 

about Aurora? Technology has 

completely altered her educational 

experience. Every brain is differ-

ent. Every child is different.      

Aurora and Isabelle are sisters; 

they have the same parents, many 

of the same experiences, and the 

same upbringing – yet their brains 

handle information completely   

differently. Isabelle’s is more     

versatile, picking up information 

wherever it can find it. Aurora’s is 

a bit more stubborn, preferring to 

learn in one way, and one way  

only. 

It is for children like Aurora that 

technology in schools was started. Having technology in a class-

room won’t dramatically alter Isabelle’s learning experience one 

way or another – but it will make a world of difference in         

Aurora’s. Many parents are concerned that schools are becoming 

too centered on technology, on learning from computers or with 

computers, but maybe that is just what some children need. 

Of course there is nothing that can (and nothing that should) 

replace the experience of cuddling up with a blanket, a drink, 

and your favorite book; but that is not learning, that is recreat-

ing. Using technology in schools can change many children’s 

lives, it can make many children more excited and able to      

learn – just as it has for Aurora. “I like reading,” Aurora said with 

a thoughtful look in her eye. “I want to know what’s happening 

 

 

 

“I like reading. But now I like     

learning too.” 

-Aurora Schott 

in the story, and I want to go to the next chap-

ter. But now, I like learning too.” 
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